
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

EURO-MEI General Assembly, Brussels, 27-28 November  2013 

 

Resolution 

Foster Cultural Diversity – Grow Creativity 

 
Cultural diversity plays a crucial rolre to ensure the promotion of creativity and to guarantee that 
Human Rights, and cultural and social rights are not subordinate to economic rights, particularly 
in terms of trade.  

EURO-MEI welcomes the ratification of the 2005 UNESCO Convention on cultural diversity by 
over 130 countries, including the EU. At the same time, EURO-MEI notes with concern that 
creativity and cultural diversity continues to be under pressure from various factors in the 
creative industries and EU public policies:  

• Contrary to the commitments made in the framework of UNESCO Convention, the cuts to 
public funding for culture across Europe, already very low, directly affect the objectives of 
the Convention and the promotion of creativity and cultural diversity. These cuts also cause 
the loss of many jobs in the culture sector and the creative industries and the sustainability 
of growth.  

• Media concentration across the EU continues, leading to programme uniformity, less 
opportunity for new original works and a shift of investment to acquiring rights of works. 
The emphasis of market value undermines the public value of cultural works and services 
and threatens the cultural pillars of our societies.  

• Commercially motivated piracy and infringements of creators’ intellectual property rights 
carry on threatening and shrinking the remuneration base of creators and other workers in 
the creative industries, thus endangering creativity and cultural diversity.  

• Recent events across Europe, including Hungary, Greece, Portugal, and Spain, underline 
the importance to defend true independent and universal public service broadcasting as a 
contribution to media diversity and cultural diversity.  

The General Assembly calls for: 

• The EU and EU Member States to step up efforts to effectively implement the UNESCO 
Convention on cultural diversity. The EU must also ensure that cultural diversity is 
mainstreamed in all EU policies; 



• Cultural and audiovisual services to remain outside the scope of free trade agreements 
to make sure that there is no liberalisation of cultural or audiovisual services – not even 
in any disguised form; 

• The EU Member States to stop any attacks on public broadcasting services and the EU 
and Member States to take appropriate measures to actively protect and cherish public 
service broadcasting; 

• EU Member States to stop the public funding cuts in the field of culture and ensure 
media and culture and arts organisations receive an appropriate financial support from 
public authorities. EURO-MEI calls in particular for Member States to uphold or 
introduce appropriate types of national support systems for film production, to 
encourage inter-European co-production of films, and cooperation via bilateral 
agreements on co-production between countries belonging to the European Union and 
other European countries; 

• The newly elected European Parliament in 2014 and the newly appointed Commission 
EU to ensure that EU policies actively promote the production and distribution of original 
works, safeguarding media pluralism, promotion of public value in the creative 
industries, respect of creators’ rights and the defence of intellectual property rights.  

• EURO-MEI to engage in a continuous dialogue with the new Members of the European 
Parliament who will be elected in 2014 and the new EU Commission, to defend a 
coherent European policy to promote and defend creativity and cultural diversity; 

• EURO-MEI to contribute to UNI MEI campaign in favour of respect of intellectual 
property rights, and in particular for fair remuneration of authors, co-authors and 
performers and to continue cooperation with unions and sister organisations. 
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