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Resolution 

Sustainable Growth and Quality Jobs in the Digital Economy  

 
For the coming four years EURO-MEI will launch a campaign for fair trade in the creative 
industries and promote a sustainable, culturally diverse digital economy. To achieve a 
sustainable digital economy in Europe, investment in creation and quality employment for 
creators and all workers in the creative industries needs be a key priority. The European Union 
as the key regulatory force needs to develop a holistic digital industrial policy that centres on 
creative works and services and embraces a strong, modern and social just intellectual property 
rights regime as the key driver for creation, growth and quality jobs. Cultural workers need to be 
placed at the heart of such a policy approach. 

The EU needs to ensure an effective mainstreaming of cultural diversity throughout the EU 
policies in order to foster sustainable cultural diversity and promotion of European works in 
particular with regards to reviews or initiatives of legislation in the area of audiovisual, cultural 
and intellectual property rights policies. We support a revision of the audiovisual media services 
directive, notably its Art. 13 in light of the development of connected TV. New regulation should 
make promotion mandatory across the digital landscape and abolish a two-tier system of 
regulation with highly regulated traditional media and very lightly regulated new media. Further 
we call for strengthening EU funding for creative industries based on an industry policy 
approach instead of a competition policy approach with regards to cinema and independent TV 
and new media production.  

EU legislative action is needed to ensure a level playing field for creators and fair remuneration 
in the digital economy. EURO-MEI calls for a ban of buy-out contracts and abusive practises 
with respect to contractual arrangements concerning intellectual property rights. We support the 
elaboration of a EU copyright contract law in form of a directive that would enshrine principles to 
govern negotiations between representative creators’ and employers’ organisations. We call on 
the EU Commission to develop legislation, which would ensure that creators obtain fair 
remuneration for each use of their work. We further support a demand for EU institutions to 
reform the private copy levy regime in order to adapt it to the digital environment, to preserve 
remuneration for creators, to ensure fair and transparent prices for citizens and to commit the 
commercial users including new players to contribute to the creation of new works. Fair trade 
means also to strengthen creator-governed collective rights management. We support the 
adoption of the proposed EU Directive on collective management. It implementation should 
translate the principles of transparency and good governance and strengthen creators’ rights.  
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